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Letteré. Is Going to Charlottesville---Milan Writes to Griffith---“Ringer” Defeats ortez |

JOE LETTERS
10 BE TAKEN
10 CAMP FOR
REAL TRYOUT

Former Mt. St. Mary’s Outfielder
Will Accompany Regulars to
Charlottesville, Says ‘Man-
ager Griffith.

Old Fox Denies That Merito
Acosta, Midget Gardener,
Will Hop to Feds Through
Failure to Land Job.

By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.

Joe Letters, the former Mt. St.
Mary’s College outfielder, is to be
given & trial at Charlottesville by
Manager Griffith. He will accom-
pany the regulars on March 7 to
the training camp.

“I have forgotten to add Letters’
name to the list,” explained the Old
Fox tdday, “but he’s going down for
s trial, anyway. I watched him a
bit out at the ball park last fall
when Duteh Schaefer brought him
back from Atlantic City and his
movements were faverable. I don't
know how he hits or very much
about him in any way at all, but
there’s something about him that
makes him look worth a_trial. Some-
times they fool you, you know, and
I'm taking no chances. Yes, he’ll go

to Charlottesville with the regulars.”

Letters falled to make good In the
New York State League, probably
through Inexperience. He caught on
with the Atlantlec City semi-pro team
and was playing with that team whan
Herman Bchaefer, convalescent from a
slight illness, was visiting the beach
resurt. Schaefer liked his looks and
forwarded him to Washington.

The young outfielder has one draw-
brck—a wemlthy father. This may in-
terfers with the youngster's ambition,
poor boys who have to fight for their
living generally proving more succesa-
ful on the diamond than the other type.

—_—

Raymond Carville *'Cutie” Morgan
has obtained a respite of a few days,
Iustead of beginning hils weight reduc-
tlon stunts tomorrow al Chariotfes-
ville, (he pudgy second basemsin will
not go to the training camp until next
Sunday with tHe battery candidates.
Morgan |s pleased at this good luck and
inslsts that he will enter the campalgn
im perfect condition to show at his bust,
IHowever, the Old Fox says that sec-
ing Is believing, and #o Ray will have
r week's additional ‘'work baefore the

rest of the Bquad joins the Charlottes-
ville colony.

—_——

Zeb Milan is goIng to be here a ddy or
so before the regulars leave for the
tralning camp, so he writes 1o Manager
Griffith. In his letter to the a8
Milan says that he is in good health and
hopes for & good yoar.

————

I'nless he changes his mind, Walter
Johnson will arrive in Washington be-
fore this week is out. He had planned
to get here hefore March 1, and, so far
as known, has not ghifted the scheme.

————

According to dope from Cuba, Merito
Acosta may hop to the Feds. The
little fellow f# sald to have heen advised
by Manager Griffith to spend a year
with a minor leaglie team, thus getting
in dally practice and fitting himaself for
the hig show. Armando Marsans is be-
lleved to have talked the midget Into
considering « Federal League offer.

“That's all bunk, plain bunk,"” replied
Manager Griffith today, when told of
the Cuban report. “Acosla has never
heen told by me that a vear in the
minors would help him. 1 want him
for mv own hall club, and that's where
he is going to remain. That tale from
Cubia I8 merely a dream. There's noth-
Ing to 1t In the slightest.”

Tamiroe Seiglie, the Cuban infielder
tipned off to the Griffmen, will receive
& trinl with the Philadelphia Natlonals
this spring

—————

Do¢ Johnsion, former Cleveland first
haseman, will be with the Pittsburgh
Pirates next summer, every club in
the American | eague having waived on
h's wervices, Johnston I8 a crackine
zood lielder. % his hitting {8 nelther
timely nor hard. In new murrnundinee,
thoueh, he may muke good and fAll that
vacaney left by Kitty Bransfield some
Yeuars ago,

———

Ruck Herzog foolrd the Pittsburgh
spinrt &eribes vesterday, While thav
were writing tules that Rebel Oukes,
the Pttafeds’ leader. still had n chance

to slgn np "Wen' Tommy Leach, Her-
zog snenked into town and grahbed the
vetevan outfielder for the Clnelpnat!
Tteds. Teach has slgned for but one
season witl: the Reds,

The Athlotirg will have thirty.thrpe

vimvers teadndng st Jacksonville, ¥la.,
this  sprine, Thirteen are ronkies,
seven of whoam are pltehers BEvidont-

Iy annic Mack means to find aucees-
enrs to Hender, Plank, and Coombs,
——
ntl comething really happens in the
Frank Baker case. Connle Mack will
eontinue to he ke Inllcni_\' husy deny-

Ing  rumors e I8 now out with a
statement that, at least for two more
rensons, Baker w'll plav with the Mack-
men or not at all Nnker'sn contraet
hig that long to run bafare dving, and

t‘opnle savs he won't s=ell or trade him
for anything in the world.

S —

Ray Ugldoell has shown up at Hot
Sprinegs, Ark. Now let the European
war go on.

S —

Thoveh not allowed to begin training
until Mareh 1, fourteen rookjes have
hegnn work at Marlin Springs, Tex,
Hecause uo bamehulls or bats are vet
in eamn, this work is not called “‘train-

0, in four Innings.
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1
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SEVERAL THINGS ARE ON THEIR WAY SOUTH THIS TIME OF YEAR

—

PLANK ANNOUNCES
SECRET WEDDING

Great Southpaw Twirler Com-
pletes Romance by Marrying
at Ridgwood, N. J.

GETTYBBURG, Pa., Feb, 23.—On the
eve of his departure for the training
camp of the Bt. Louls Federals, at
Havana, Eddie Plank, veteran pitcher
tormerly with the Athletics, announced
his marriage to Miss Anna C. Myers, of
New QOxford, on January 30.

The first Intimation of the wedding
outslde the immediate familles w, re-
ceived by his closest friends here just
before he boarded the train today.

Mrs. Plank jolned her husband at New
Oxford and will accompany him to the
trainiug camp. The news of FPlank's
marriage came as & complete surprise
even to his most immediate (riends. The
palr were married at Ridgwood, N. J.,
and returned to thelr homes after a
trief wedding tour. The marriage is a
culmination of a romante that began
some Years “go.

The present Mrs. Plank is a daughter
of Mra. Sarah Ellen Myers, of New Ox-
tord, and has been living with her moth-
er, Eddle Plank has been a frequent
visitor to the Myers home during his va-
cations after the playing seasons and
haa known hia bride since her birth,

Before he left town kKddle sald to a
friend:

“Yes, | am married. [ suppose you
will hear all about it tomorrow, but I
wanted to keep It a secret untll 1 left
for spring tnﬂ:lnl. Mre. Plank will

meet me and go along South, where we
train.'’ Planpk s forty and his bride
twenty-six years old. [

GEORGETOWN'S NINE
PRACTICES DAILY

Haggerty Looks Like Big Find
for Hilltoppers as He Twirls
Four Innings.

“Georgetown's baseball squad will
have outdoor practice sver afternoon so
long as the weather is favorable and
the ground firm enough,” announced
Charles R. Cox, graduate manager ol
the Blue and Gray, today, In explaining
the initlnl outdoor practice game of
yesterday. which the varsity won, 3 to
vWe need all the
batting practice possible, and expect
to be in fine shape by the time our

seagon opens.”’
In the first practice game of the sea-

gon the wvarsity uyncorked a coming
pitching phepom In Haggerly., a big
right-hander. 8o long us he decorated

the mound, the acrubs could not get u
bingle. When Harahan took up the
job, though, the scrubs got busy. Hug-
gerty has great speed, and s said to
have & commendable curve us well,
though Coach O'Rellly would not let
him use it yesterday

The varsity was represented by the
following men: Left fleld, Ehugrue;
cenler freld. Calnan, Jovee; right field,
r.andreau: first pase, Gues, Cavanaugh:
second base, Cronin, Gass; shortstop,
Pauxtls, Donovan: third base, Cusack,
Deviin: catehers, Whittaker, Breslin.

Newark Feds Go in
Training on March 1

NEW YORK, Feb, 23.—~The Newark
Feda will report to Munager UGeorge
Stovall at Marshall, Tex., for spring
training about Mareh 1. This was the
unnouncement of Pat Powers, one of
the ownera, today, and the first inti-
mation that aull detalls surround ng the

transler of the franchise were complete.
Moore Is Winner.

PHILADELPHIA, Feb 23.—Willie

Moore, loca) lightwelght, defeated Fred-

ng.'" Maybe the Natlonal League will
have 1o Investigate the case -
elde just what “training'’ |s.

Olympla last night. The bout went

‘tl: Yelle, of Boston, in the main go ut
*
six rounda

Ferguson, Battling For
Langdon, Bests Cortez

Masquerader, However, Puts Up Fast Exhibition of
Fistic Game and Spectators Get Their Money’s
Worth at Ardmore Ringside.

By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.

Masquerading under the name of
Tommy Langdon, the Philadelphia
lightweight, Danny Ferguson, also of
the Quaker city, was given a decis-
jon over Andy Cortez, of New York,
before a fair-sized crowd at the Ard-
more Club yesterday afternoon.
Though the contest was fast, spec-
tacular and bristling with hard hit-
ting, the fans all thought that Tom-
my Langdon had been awarded the
victory. Indeed, only a few were
tipped off that a “ringer” had been
foisted on the club members, and
then, too, not until the battle was
two-thirds over.

Upon hearing of the deception,
Referee Patrick F. O'Connor imme-
diately declared all bets off. It is
not known just how much was wag-
ered on the bout, but it was said
around town last week that some
cbin had been placed on the boxers.
To protect Cortez backers, there-
fore, O'Connor declared all wagers
off.

Though It was Danny l'erguson and
not Tommy Langdon who battlad Andy
fortez, the fans saw one of the best
bouts ever staged at Ardmore. Indeed,
it I problematical If lLangdon could
have done an well against the sturdy
little New Yorker as Ferguson did.
Puring the last three rounds the crowd
was on thelr feet and howling thelr
heads off, ax Lthe two principals bat-
tled around the ring, clinching and
glugging, and then clinching again.

Bomewhere aiong 'n the tenth round
It was rumored around the ringside
that *“81" Howard, and not Langdon
wns boxing Cortes, However, this
rumor dld not truvel fast, and when
the battle ended, with the Philadel-
phian declared victor, most of the

throng went back to the cars thinking
laangdon had won.

—_—
An soon as the crowd had cleared out
the management undertook to find out

‘he truth of the rumor concerning
“Langdon's"” {dentity. At Iast, Elmer
Wilson, manager of the real Langdon,

admitted that his boy hud not appeared.

“L.angdon was bhadly beaten up by
Renny Leonard in Philadelphia last
Tuesday.,” Wilson sxplained. 1 my-

rwelf went over to Philadelphla to see
him, He had had three stitches taken
in hig lip and was in no condition teo
trnin, 1 had $ posted for lL.angdon's
appearance and that he should make
123 pounds. T didn't want to lose my
money, so 1 arranked through Jim
Ferenny to get Ferguson tor me from
Hazleton, Fa. Ferguson came down
here and worked out al Benning track,

weighing in at just 133 pounds, [ can't
understand how it leaked out. Al Me-
Murray, manager of Cortez, didn’t rec-
ngnize Farguson, and no one In Cor-

tez's corner, elther, knew that it wasn’'t
Langdon In the ring."”

— ——

“The Ardmore Club managemenl was
fooled hy this man, Elmer Wilson, Just
as much as anybody else,’” says k.
Lawrence Phililps, menage o! tlhe
club. “"When | introduced the boxers.
I veally suppossd it was Langdon Lox-
ing Cortez. Had [T known hetter, |
weuld have made such an announce-
ment for the protectlion of the back-
ereg of (ortes, am sorry that the
club members were kept In Ignorance
af the ldentity of Ferguson, but none
of us knew an{r mora about him. Even
the veteran, MeMurray, didn't recog-

rize Ferguson, We took the word of
‘Vilson that Langdon would appear.
The tans seemad to enjoy the bout,
whieh wus tast and full of hard hit-
ting. nnd aglde from thy deception na
to the wppearance ol langdon, avery-

body was satiatied.’’

——

“1 have declared all bets off,” Is the
announcement of Referese P. F. O'Con-
nor, “in justice to those who might
have backed Cortes. I did mot know the
difference between Langdon and Fergu-

son, and when 1 gave the decision to
Ferguaon, I thought him Longdon,
having never seen him. However, it was
2 mood bout, and the club members got
their money's worth."

——

It is most unfortunate for the Ard-
more Club that such a trick was play-
cd upon the fans of the Capital by
Langdon's manager. Recent events
have succeeded In getting the club in
very bad edor around the clty, und this

last “flivver” 18 likely to kill whatever
Intarest had remained. Unlesg ecvery-
thing is above beard, the hoxing game
cannot continue, here or anywhere else,
The club members would have heen
entirely matisfied, had the anounce.
ment been made from the ring that
L.angdon was unable to appear, and
that Ferguson had bheen substituted,
Ferguson Ig by no means an obscure
performer, apperaring frequently In
Philadelphia rings and showing in many
Penneylvania and Ohio rings. His work
is known, He had never before appear-
ed In Washington, and, as it happened,
no one connected with tha Ardmore Club
had ever seen him, When such an ex-
perienced manager as Al McMurray,
connected with the boxing game for
more than twenty years, falled to note
the subatitution of Ferguson for Lang-
don, the Ardmore Club has some ex-
cuse for being fooled, too.

However, the moment the club dis-'
covered that Langdon was not in the
ring, or even heard the rumor of de-
ception, steps should have been taken
to prove it. Then, with the whole etory
eoming out, as it did after the bout, an-
nouncement from the ring should have
been made Immedliately after the con-
test ended. Elmer ‘Wilson did not hesi-
tate very long about telling the truth
of the matter when approached &a soun
as the decislon had heen made, Jie
might have done so earller in the nfter-
noon, perhaps just as soon as the ru.
mor began running around the ring-
side. If error ig to be charged to the
club, It must be that immediate investi-
gation was not made and that the an-
nouncement of the truth was not made
As soon as poastble tothe club manugc!
who were allowed to leave the club-
houge in ignorance of the fact that they
had not seen Langdon, but Ferguson.

i

As for the battle itself, it was great.
Referee O'Connor awarded the decision
to Ferguson probably largely on his
work in the last few rounds. The writer
{8 of the bellef that the victory should
have gone Lo Cortex. The New York-
er's aggressiveness earned him the odge
in aimost every sesslon. Ferguson ex-
celled in ducking and dodging, makin
Cortez mise many hard blows intendec
to end aftairs. The Philadelphian also
took a lot of blows on hia elbows awl
the middle of his broad back. After
the contest Ferguson was pink all over
from the wallopa of Cortes.

The firat five rounds were l’ulrl{ even,
Ferguson showing surprising ability -
duck swings intended for his end. The
New Yorker's hard blows to the bod)
entitled him to four of the next five
rounds, the sixth golng to Ferguson by
& shade on hls clever use of an upper-
cut and right cross. |

Beginning with the eleventh, when
“Langdon” was supposed to weake
under the strain, Cortez began a pile-
driving attack, hammering his man
from one corner of the ring to another,
ever on top of him, and baffling him
with left and right swings to the body. |
Many of these falled to land, though '
Ferguson keeping h's elbows In the way
or ducking to take them on the shoul-
der or back.

Nevertheless, until the Anal
Cortez was leading In eve
and the crowd went wild with the fast|
work of both hoys. Once Ferguso |
stopped a viclous swing with his stom- !
ach, and geemed in & bad way temno-
rarily. Had Cortez been able to keep
out of clinches right then, he might
have stopped his opponent. However, |
he falled to do this, and Ferguson el.«c-r
trified the crowd by his fine work in
the fifteenth round. !

I'ne Philadelphiun's hard, straight
punches had Cartez wobbling from rope
to rope throughout the final round. Fer-
Ruson uncorked a pretty uppercut that
stopped absolutely the wild rushes f
the Hoboken battler. Once it seemed
as If Ferguson would stop his man, but
the latler's strength was sufclent o
keep him going. he ¢rowd was cheer-

ing and yelling at the top of thelr velces
when the batis ended. After s silght

round |
seasion, |

deluy to glance
O'Connor raised Ferguson's
token of victory.

hand In

Four preliminaries were acen,
BSperry stopped Pat  Moran,
boxer, in the second round,
being too wenk to Ro on

Kid Chinn “flopped" In the third round
of his bout with Nilck Nonsgon, another

Kid
W green
the latter

colored lightwelght. Wrestled to the
floor, Chinn hopped to his feet unly
rra;ll:.e that the floor was calm and
quict.

8o, faking a blow on the ‘jnr. he
slid right back there again and agone
Ized, to the loud laughter of the fans,

Young Geogge Chaney, the Baltimore
elugger, made short werk of Young
Feeney, of Philladelphia. In the very
first round a stiff uppercut all but fin-
ished Feeney, who took the count wise-
Iy, He weathered the second round in
good style, diapluying a pretty jab that |
had Chaney's nose in trouble. But In,
the third Feeney ran into a sweeping|
uppercut and went down and out,

The prettiest preliminary wns the six-
round battle between Sllent Howard, of |
Kendall Gre'n, and Danny Spuarks, o[‘

| might

it his card, nerenallndltn Head, Md. These two middle-

welghts swung and banged thelr way
|around the ring until it seemed impos-
sible for either to ccrtinue. Howard
| had Sparke weak and wobbling in the
third round, but lacked the punch to
stop him. Again in the sixth it seemed
ax If Sparks would huve to go to aleen.
Butl again he was saved by the weak-
ness of MHoward. Howard earned the
decision given kim.

But for the ceception regarding the
| identity of Ferguson, yesterday's show
have been called the best all-
around exhibitlon staged at Ardmore in
many weeks,

Ad’s Arm Is Sound.

NEW YORK, Feob, 23.—Ex-Cham-
plon Wolgast's brittle right arm Is
sound as a dollar. The management
of Madison Square Garden where Ad
{# to box Leach Crosa len rounds Fri-
day night, so announced today after
Envlng a physiclan examine the mem-

er.

TODAY’S SPORTORIAL

By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.

boy, Danny Ferguson.

don,

sible,

for a bout here. All thres are done.

at all. Well, it's coming tree.

postponed & week.
that they ever meet?
Ing

setting the Atlantic afire, either,
Teuton. SBo he grabbed the boy.

at once be a tribute to

Perhaps you recall reading In these columns not lon
tion that Johnson and Willard would not meet on Marc
The cham
that he may be Incarcerated if he enters
Yes, it has been postponed 'for a week.” What's your be

It is probable that, had Ferguson proven a “lemon,” the boxing gam¢
would have been all over at Ardmore.
would have satisfied the fans. They would have considered themselve:
bunked, and would have sworn off for evermore.

What should have been dome, when Manager Wilson found out that Lang
don was unable to appear at Ardmore. was to have so notified the club,
offering to obtaln a substitute to go under the arrangements made for Lang:

There would have been no complaint on the part of the club, There
fore, In the first instance, Manager Wilson is culpable,

In the second place, when the club promoters heard the rumors around
the ring that L.angdon was not In the ring. they should have probed it,
should have done their hest to learn the real ldentity of C
und then make all the facts known to the ¢lub members
There would have been no complaint from the members then, as they
had seen an excellent boxing exhibition, not a joke contest.. )

One thing 18 certain, however, never again will Manager Wilson be abh
te bring any boxer to Washington. It was In his
with the public and the Ardmore Club.

neither Tommy [Langdon nor Danny Ferguson should be allowed to
here in any future bout. Nelther should Wilson be allowed to match any boy

No explanation from the clu}

The)

ortez's opponent
fust as soon aa pos

wer to have kept fajth
to do L. Therefore
Appea!

He r.uJ"

Ag0 a deep convie
6, If they ever mees
on is at Havana, expressing fea:
exico. He asks that the bout b

In glving Joe Letters a chance a Charlottesville. Manager Griffith is work
on & hunch that the youngster mav
lanti¢c City last summer when picked up by Herman Schaeffer, and he waan"

He just happened to
Letters worke
for Griff to take a llktuscto his movements.

dome through.

If the boy makes good, it wil

haefer's wisdom and the knowledge possessed b:
the Old Fox, who scorns records and wants to watch the youngsters in action

DAN HEALY TAKES
FOURTH N BIG RUN

Carroll Captain Upholds Repu-

tation of Capital at Cross-
Country Game.

Dan Healy, captain of the Carroll In-
stitute cross county team, is back from
New York today, having more than up-
held the honors of Washington in the
Bronx Church House annual five-mile
run. Healy gained fourth place in a

f "0R starters.

"-’rlﬁ.-. ONew York men were liberal with
handicaps, and Healy received a start
of three minutes forty-five seconds on

the scratch man. The race was won b
0. Joneson, who had four minu
start. Nick Glanankopolus, who finish
ed in the forty-seventh position, wo!
the time prize.

Earle Bloomer, another Carroll Insti
tute runner, was twenty-seventh acros
th line. Bloomer was the only othe
Washington runner to finlsh in th

first fifty. The Carroll team waa tent!
in a fleld where eleven clubs compete
for the honor.

Peck Chapel Takes One,

As Does McKendree Tean *

Peck Chapel seema to be making :
runaway race of it In the Bunda
Bchool basketball circuit, and teda’
adds another win to its string. Th
Christ Lutheran Church team was de
feated by the fast going Peck player
by & score of 28 to 20.

In the second =I:».ll't. of the double bl
MeKendree handed the Eastern Pres
byterian lads a defeat by a score o
19 to 15. The game was closely contest
ed, Getchell's foul shooting paving th
way for the win. /

—

4

P. A. Takes the
Razoo Out of

the Jimmy Pipe

The one reason why

P. A. has so many
tried and trusty friends

is because it's so gosh-
hanged tasty and peace-

ful on the tongue.

You can

smoke it packed in your old
jimmy-pipe or home-made ciga-
rette just as fast “nd hard as

you want to, from

. time the

sun peeps out till th. little stars
twinkle, and there's nary a trace

of a bite or sting.

PRINGE ALBERT |

the national joy smoke

is made biteless and stingless by a patented

process controlled exclusively by us.
charge a pipe or cigarette with this fragrant,
satisfying tobacco and you will wonder why you
held out so long and let your tongue curl up and
crack every time you took your old jimmy pipe

into your confidence.

Any store that sells tobacco can supply you with Prince Albert
in the tidy red tin, 10c; toppy
pound tin humidors and that dandy P. A. pound crystal-glass
humidor which not only keeps your supply in perfect condition,

but is a thing of beauty and a joy forever.

R. J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO., Winston-Salem, N. C,

bag, 5¢; pound and half-

You just

The boy was with At

look good to th:
out |n practice often enoug)

)

Deceiving the public is always & bad business and whoever is ty A
blame for the fiasco at Ardmore yesterday has an explanation coming.
In one sense, the public should be satisfied with the stirring clash be-
tween Andy Cortez and Danny Ferguson. It was, undoubtedly, a good
bout, probably better because Langdon was not in the ring. But that does
not excuse the hoodwinking of the club members into believing that they
were looking at Langdon when in reality, they were watching a better .#
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